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Container Updates 
Positive feedback from our projects in both Namibia 
and South Africa demonstrate the impact that B4H 
WA is having. 
 
Container #9 has been successfully established as a 
new eBox project in Otjiwarongo, a town of 70,000 
people in central-north Namibia.   
Michael Linke, MD of Bicycling Empowerment 
Network, Namibia reports: 
The Otjiwarongo eBox project, now named OTT Bicycle 
Shop, was a result of a partnership between Bicycles 
for Humanity Perth, FNB Foundation/RMB, KAYEC*, 
BEN Namibia and B2 Gold.  
It has provided an opportunity for two young 

entrepreneurs [Eden and Sylvestre] to develop a bicycle business in Otjiwarongo. The eBox 
sells bicycles, spare parts and accessories and offers maintenance and repair services, 
providing improved mobility and recreational opportunities in the local community, creating 
sustainable jobs, and supporting KAYEC’s youth programme with bicycles and a source of 
revenue. 
The project has sold 98 bicycles and has a current bank balance of N$13,000. KAYEC’s youth 
programme has earned N$4,000 through a share of bicycle sales revenue. 

 
Michael also provided feedback on some of our earlier projects: 

Luderitz Bicycle Shop - B4H WA container #5  
The shop continues to operate, selling and servicing bicycles in Luderitz. The participants are 
being encouraged to consider diversifying product and service offerings to bring in new  
business and maintain profits, and to scale up marketing efforts. The support of Rotary 
Luderitz is sought in exploring these options with the shop participants. 
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Eden and Sylvestre take a celebratory ride after a 
solid week of business training and stocktaking. The 
shop is expected to become a major hub of cycling 
activity in Otjiwarongo. 
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Mr Elephant’s Bicycle Garage – B4H WA container #1 
Mr Elephant’s Bicycle Garage continues to operate successfully in the DRC informal 
settlement area of Swakopmund. The shop continues to pay a fee of N$100 per bicycle 
received through BEN Namibia to Catholic AIDS Action. 
 
PAY Bicycle Shop – B4H WA container # 7 
PAY has been undergoing a transition in the past six months. The managing director recently 
resigned, and is due to be replaced by an experienced NGO management professional with a 
legal background, Oshiveli Geingob, who is also the daughter of the president of Namibia. 
We are hopeful that the organisation’s fortunes will be turned around as Oshiveli has high-
level international fundraising experience and a strong network of political and business 
contacts in Namibia. 

 
(* KAYEC is a Namibian non-profit (registered trust T 250/99), opened by Founding Father Sam Nujoma in 1995, that incubates new 
education solutions in partnership with Government officials. Originally known as the Katutura Youth Enterprise Centre, now working 
nationwide.) 
 

 

 
 
From South Africa - Ben Henderson reports on behalf of David Rattray Foundation at Rourke’s Drift, 
Kwazulu Natal – B4H WA container # 8: 
 

The bikes that went into our community at Rorke’s Drift caused great excitement in the 
community. Suddenly everyone’s horizons broadened and visiting people further afield was a 
distinct possibility. We were able to recognise B4H bikes quite far from their distribution 
point. 
Last month, after watching the children on their bikes behaving fairly erratically we 
organised with the Endumeni Road Traffic Police to hold a Road Safety exercise here in 
Rorke’s Drift. We had a very good turnout and all the delegates went through a very 
comprehensive training and evaluation programme, at the end of which certificates were 
distributed and each participant received a safety helmet. 
The project has been a very successful exercise and if the cost of getting the container here 
from Australia wasn’t so high, we would probably ask you for another shipment. 
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Tim Mosdell, GM of Bicycling Empowerment Network, Cape Town has provided a comprehensive 
report on the outcomes from B4H WA container #10, summarised as follows: 
 

120 of the bicycles have been allocated to the Schools Cycling Programme. As part of this 
programme, a community/school based mechanic is trained for each locality. Each school 
receives 12 bikes, 10 of which are fully reconditioned, and two are used for spares. Safety 
training is also provided to all the beneficiaries of bikes. The programme was launched at a 
high profile event at Bergsig School on 29th September 2016. 
Another 40 of the bikes have been handed over to a community project in the Langa Quarter, 
an old township in Cape Town, and 230 bikes have been distributed to 6 existing successful 
Bicycle Empowerment Centres around the Cape Town area as follows: 

 Frigos Bicycles, Merweville – 92 bicycles 

 Mr B’s Bike shop, Mitchell’s Plain – 90 bicycles 

 Imfundo Cycles, Lavender Hill – 15 bicycles   

 Flag Cycles, Mitchell’s Plain – 12 bicycles 

 Masi Bike Shop, Masiphumelele – 12 bicycles 

 Future Legends of Africa, Ocean View – 9 bicycles 
BEN is most appreciative of the supportive relationship that has developed between the 
organisation and B4H WA. The donated bicycles have enabled important work to be done, 
both in terms of expanding opportunities through improving access to bikes and therefore 
mobility, but also in terms of supporting job creation and economic development in heavily 
disadvantaged areas. 
 

UWA Guild PROSH 2016 donates to B4H WA 
 Earlier in the year B4H WA was approached by UWA student members 
of Western Australian Students Aboriginal Corporation (WASAC), offering 
their services as volunteers to collect and repair bikes.  WASAC had been 
motivated by B4H WA donation of bikes to schools in remote aboriginal 
communities.  
As a result of the growing relationship with WASAC, B4H WA was nominated 
as one of 5 charities to be supported by UWA Student Guild’s PROSH 

fundraising in 2016.  
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PROSH was a great success this year, and B4H WA 
was presented with a cheque for $4000 from UWA 
Guild in support of B4H WA projects.  
 
Thanks to WASAC students who are now regular 
volunteers at B4H WA Bike Shed, and to all UWA 
students who participated in PROSH to raise funds 

for charity – well done all! 
 

 
B4H WA celebrates 5th birthday 
October 4th, 2016 marked the 5th anniversary of our first container departing Fremantle, bound for 
Namibia.  To celebrate this milestone, on October 9th, regular Sunday workshop volunteers and 
invited guests enjoyed one of our legendary sausage sizzles followed by very special birthday cake! 

 
Celebrating the occasion Ian Thomas 
(Volunteer Coordinator) reflected on five 
years since B4H WA shipped its first 
container, starting by acknowledgement of 
Matt Callahan and Jamie Brindle - two 
individuals inspired by an SBS story about the 
work of Melbourne Chapter in early 2011.   
“Without the efforts of those two - nothing 
would have happened.  They turned out to be 
a great fit - Matt the 
entrepreneurial businessman with the 
contacts to get the legal establishment done 
pro bono, to arrange pro bono graphic design 

for promotional material, and to raise initial seed funding.”  
 
“Meanwhile, Jamie was the hands-on practical one who arranged access to land for a 
workshop/store, procured the first container or two, and organised the first work teams,” Ian said. 
“From there it snow-balled as more people were inspired to come on board in a variety of roles and 
many more businesses were inspired to contribute in cash or in-kind.  
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“Without all this cash and in-kind support we would never have been able to progress as we have to 
the achievement of 10 containers with over 3000 bikes shipped to date, and #11 here loaded and 
ready to go.” 
Lotterywest and the Waste Authority were also acknowledged for support in the form of 
infrastructure grants to set up this workshop facility, and the City of Swan for providing this location 
and for supporting us in the quest for a future more permanent home. 
“Please join me in celebrating the wonderful achievements of the past 5 years and to look forward 
to the next 5 at least.  Thank you to everyone who has contributed no matter how big or small.” 
 
 
 

B4H spreads the word 
Thanks to Mike Winslade of Belmont Rotary for an introduction to 
Jeremy Watkins, Founder of ProState Active, resulting in our 
participation in “A Ball on a Bike” Gala Dinner held at Joondalup 
Resort in August.   
The Dinner was a fundraiser leading up to the annual Perth to 
Margaret River Team ride to raise funds for the Prostate Cancer 

Foundation.  
B4H WA provided about 25 old bikes to decorate the ballroom, in 
return for which we were given two complimentary tickets to the 
dinner and an opportunity to make a short presentation to promote 
our work to hundreds of avid cyclists. 
 
Thanks also to Bicycles WA, the City of Vincent and the Town of Victoria  
Park for promotion opportunities in October at the Ride to Work 
breakfast at Elizabeth Quay, the Vincent Bike Swap Mart, and the Victoria 
Park Sustainability Fair, respectively.   
Each time we attend these events more of the Perth public become 
aware of the work our volunteers are doing, attracting donations and 
new volunteers. 
 
Participation in the Vincent and Victoria Park events were not only 
opportunities to gain public exposure, but also to sell some of the 
special bikes we have been donated that are unsuitable for sending 
to Africa.  These events have become valuable fundraising 
opportunities, contributing to the costs of containers and shipping.  

 
Look out for us at the Seniors Recreation Council “Have a Go Day” at Burswood on 9 November, 
Kwinana Festival & Fair Day on 12 November, or the finish line of the MS Ocean Ride at Whitfords 
Nodes, Hillarys on 4 December. 

 
 
 
 
 



6 

And ...Acknowledgement of our many in-kind 
supporters 
To KPMG and Squire Patton Boggs for pro-bono professional advice 
in relation to our application for DGR tax status.   
The application has now been approved by DFAT and forwarded to 
ATO for the final approval stage. 
 
 
To Warners Transport who continue in-kind support by transporting our containers from and to 
Fremantle at no charge; 
 
To Transitainer for shipping agency work, and to Sea Containers WA for container supply at 
reduced rates. 

 
 
To Little Aussie Directories who have been running a series of free advertisements in various issues 
of their very useful community information publications – further spreading the word. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Not to forget our fabulous regular volunteers who spend countless hours at B4H Bike Shed 
repairing bikes and loading them in containers.  
 
 

And remember – 
 
Tax deductible donations to B4H WA can be made, by anybody through 
Rotary, RAWCS online at www.bit.ly/b4hdonate  

http://www.bit.ly/b4hdonate

